CHAPTER VI
CONSIDERATIONS REGARDING THE TREATMENT AND UTILIZATION-
OF SLUDGE IN THE CHOICE OP A METHOD OF CLARIFICATION
The requirements of the different methods for removing sludge
from tanks and drying and utilizing it have already been con-
sidered in the separate foregoing chapters, as well an the advan-
tages and disadvantages of these methods.
In order to utilize the product profitably it is nec.osHary in
planning the work to give due consideration to the method of
treatment and its utilization.
If it is apparent from what has been said heretofore thai Uio
processes for the treatment and utilisation of sludge have boon
developed to such an extent that there is no necessity to reduce
the degree of purification through apprehension of a troublesome
sludge burden; yet the mistakes that have boon made due to an
insufficient study of the sludge question and an underestimate* of
its importance can generally be rectified only by a large1 outlay
for improving the mode of operation.
The composition of sludge has, up to this point, boon accepted
as something definite. If it is not possible for an engineer denign-
ing a clarification plant to radically alter the character of the
sludge, he can at least modify it to a certain extent in his choice
of a method and in perfecting its details, enpeeinlly those features
which are of consequence in and materially facilitate Bubnequent
treatment and utilization.
The necessary degree of clarification IB, of COWHO, the funda-
mental consideration to which the treatment of the nludgc must
defer. But by measurement of the sludge the Holutlon of the
problem can be made easier, if a removal of the foul matter from
the sewage be required up to the absolutely noeeHBary decree,
depending upon the composition of the water into which it in
discharged and special local conditions; for with the reduction of
the quantity of sludge the difficulties of disposal will dimiiiiHh NH
well as the expense, which is always a hindoraneo to a hyglcnieally
desirable and thorough purification. The more complete the
purification the greater the amount of sludge depot-filed.
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